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Adding stickers and effects 

Gif It Up – A workshop on creating gifs run by Open.Ed at The University of 
Edinburgh 
 

1. In your browser window go to http://edin.ac/2CnRaU3 and 
download the image by clicking on the arrow button. Choose 
the download size ‘Medium (640 x 463). 
 

 
 

2. In another browser tab to go Giphy.com https://giphy.com/. 
You can choose to sign in with an account or not. Having an 
account can be useful for tracking the gifs you create.  
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3. Click on Create. You have the option of uploading a photo, 

existing gif, or a video. For now, upload the image we just 
saved.  

 

4. Click on the ‘Stickers’ tab, and type ‘lightning’ into the search 
box. 
 

5. Click on one of the lightning stickers of your choice. This will 
place it on the image. Now you can drag, drop, and resize the 
stickers to fit your image.  
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6. Search for other stickers, such as ‘rain’ or ‘storm’ to find 
stickers and add them to your gif. 
 

 
 

7. Let’s add a filter! Click on the ‘Filters’ tab and play around by 
selecting different filters to see how they look on your gif. 

 

 

8. Great, now for some freestyle. Click on the ‘Draw’ tab, select a 
colour and play around with drawing onto your gif. 
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9. Change the size of your brush by clicking on the dot showing 
the colour you chose and moving the slider up and down. Play 
with click on then dragging the stars or one of the cartoon 
characters across your gif. Keep your drawing, or clear it by 
clicking on the reverse or undo symbol on the bottom left 
corner of your gif. 
 

10. Click on the ‘Caption’ tab and type into the white text box 
underneath. Try different Style and Animation options to see 
how they change the look of your gif. You may also find that 
you want to change the filter you selected earlier. 

 

11.  When you’re ready to save your gif, click on the ‘Continue to 
Upload’ button at the bottom of the page. 

http://www.open.ed.ac.uk/


Created by Stephanie (Charlie) Farley for the Open.Ed service (http://www.open.ed.ac.uk/) 
at The University of Edinburgh, CC BY 

12.  Giphy will then ask you to add some information. Go back to 
the browser tab with the original image and copy the url/web 
address at the top of the page, this is the Source URL. 

 

13.  Add the Source URL to the information on Giphy. Then add 
the tag Gifitup2018, University of Edinburgh, and any 
additional tags you think would help someone find your gif, 
making sure to hit the + button to add your tag. 
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14. When you’re ready click ‘Upload to Giphy’. And done, you’ve 
created and shared a gif. Well done! 
 

15. If you’re logged in with an account on Giphy you’ll be able to 
see the new gif in your channel. 
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